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Sabellianism/Modalism: Named for a third-
century teacher, Sabellius, this 1dea suggests
that God acts in three different “modes” but is

only one person.
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Arianism: Named for the fourth century
teacher Arius who taught that Jesus and the
Holy Spirit were created by God the Father.
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Subordinationism: Jesus and the Holy
Spirit are eternal, divine beings, but they
are of a lesser nature than the Father.
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Adoptionism: This view teaches that Jesus was an
ordinary man until, at his baptism, he was adopted by
the Father and given supernatural powers and the
status of “Son of God.”
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Unitarianism: This view holds that
there is a single God with no distinct
persons.
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Tritheism/Polytheism: The three
persons described 1n Scripture are
actually three distinct Gods.
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Why is it important to have a proper understanding
of the Trinity?
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The Athanasian Creed includes this statement: “He therefore that will be
saved must think thus of the Trinity.” Why did the drafters of this creed
believe this was such an important doctrine?

Do you agree?
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When you consider the trinity, what is the most difficult aspect
for you to understand?
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How does understanding the Trinity affect your view of
God?

R T R S S T T e e



